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This position paper on periodontal considerations in the management of the cancer patient was prepared by the Research, Science and Therapy Committee of The American Academy of Periodontology. It is intended to provide information regarding the effects of head and neck radiation, total body radiation, chemotherapy, and bone marrow transplantation on the oral tissues. In addition, the paper offers suggestions for the prevention and treatment of periodontal and oral side effects of cancer therapy. Reliance on this position paper for patient management will not guarantee a successful outcome. Cancer therapy may be associated with complex problems. Ultimately, decisions regarding the diagnosis and treatment of oral disease in an individual patient must be made by the treating practitioner in light of the specific facts presented by that patient and in consultation with the patient's physician.